
Turner in Twickenham



1807



Turner in 
1807

• Age 32.

• Recently made Professor of 

Perspective at the Royal 
Academy.


• Studio and gallery in Queen 
Anne Street, Marylebone.


• Painting mostly in Britain – 
Napoleonic Wars hindered 
travel in mainland Europe.


• Busy private life.




Sarah Danby 
(1766 – 1861)



Sarah Danby



Children  
Evelina 1801–74  

Georgiana 1811–43 



Location of Sandycombe Lodge – 
Enclosures Award 1818



Why 
Twickenham?

• Mostly smallholdings and 
market gardens.


• Twickenham Town full of 
dangerous inns and houses of ill 
repute.


• Twickenham Green part of 
Hounslow Heath; notorious for 
robberies.


• Missionaries sent to 
Twickenham because of the 
“depraved behaviour”.




Local newspaper item from 1914



but…..

• Turner’s local connection 
through his uncle in Brentford.


• His love of this “Arcadian” 
stretch of the Thames.


• His love of fishing.

• His need for privacy.



Sketches for Sandycombe Lodge







Ghost 
Entrance



Ghost 
Window



Engraving of William Havell Painting 1814



Coloured Engraving of William Havell Painting 1814



Penny-line pointing



The back of the house



The back of the house in snow



A curved wing



1827 – house for rent



Estate Agent’s Advertisement 1897



Early 1900s



Harold Livermore



Front of house before and after 
restoration



Entrance hall



Similarities to Soane’s house in Lincoln’s 
Inn



Left and right hand passages



Marbling



Period furniture and carpet



Reproduction furniture and specially 
commissioned units



Sitting Room



What went 
on here?

• Preparatory sketches and 
watercolours but no “painting” 


• Fishing

• The “Pic-Nic Academical Club”



Sitting Room



Turner’s fireplace design



Ship Models





Engravings



Dining Room



Dining Room Windows



Marble Fireplace before and after 
conservation



Mystery shape revealed in wall



What is it?



Woodcock by 
Francis 
Chantrey

Original in Holkham Hall, 
Norfolk.



Rooflight or Laylight



         Roof panels



Turner’s view from 
the Small Parlour



Small Parlour Fireplace



Small Parlour Window



“River Avon Mud Thumbprints” by  
Sir Richard Long, CBE, RA.



Near Richmond Bridge – William Havell



To the basement



The Kitchen



Lath and horsehair plaster



“Old Dad”



Kitchen before and after



Kitchen range









Fishing rod	          
	 and eel trap



The scullery – now the office



Scullery



Damp and tree roots



From scullery to office







A first floor extension – now demolished



Turner’s Bedroom



The mystery double doors





Turner’s Wallpaper



The view to Richmond Hill



The View In 1813



Old Dad’s Bedroom



Conservation exhibition



The Exhibition Room




