e _ Abraham and
M), Margaret Colfe

2 * - Benefactors and
| ﬁ( protectors of
ENEaEEE: Lewisham

Abraham was curate and

then Vicar of Lewisham

1604 - 1657

Margaret was midwife, nurse,
physician and surgeon to all
rich and poor
Died 1643
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Holy Cross Church
Now the Guildhall
Of
Canterbury City Council




Holy Cross Church
Where Abraham
Was baptised
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BUILT IN ABOUT 1380. IT WAS DONATED -
- COMMISSIONERS TO THE CITIZENS OF CANTERBUF
IT IS NOW USED AS THE COUNCIL CHA MBER

CA,NTERBURY CITY COUNCIL, B




Amandus Colfe
Abraham’s
Grandfather
Died 1603




Memorial to
Abraham’s father
Revd Richard Colfe
In
Canterbury Cathedral.
His father died in 161 3.
His mother died either
in 1578 or 1579.
She was his father’s first
wife.

His father married twice
more and had 12
children



Joseph Colfe
e Fe X

Abraham’s uncle Joseph was a prosperous
And influential man in Canterbury.

He was also a friend of

Hadrian de Saravia, the Vicar of Lewisham.

Abraham became Curate to Saravia
at Lewisham in 1604 through
the influence of his uncle Joseph.




Abraham Colfe went to
King’s School,
Canterbury

Next to the Cathedral




Colfe studied
At Christ Church, Oxford and
graduated in 1599
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It was there that he was
arrested in 1601
and locked up in Newgate Prison
for speaking in support of the

Earl of Essex’s rebellion against
Queen Elizabeth .




- Colfe

/ College,
) Cambridge

1603

Speed’s map
1616




Hadrian de Saravia, a Hughenot
from Artois was

not only Vicar of Lewisham

and Prebendary of
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This is his monument
in Canterbury Cathedral

The Tomb of

HADRIAN de SARAVIA




Colfe married Margaret, the widow of

Jasper Valentine, a Tanner, on 10t January 161 |
at St Margaret’s Church, Lee. She was the
daughter of John Hollard/Holland, a prosperous
Lewisham Blacksmith and Constable of the
Hundred of Blackheath. Margaret

was |6 years older than Abraham.They had no
children together but she had children by her
first husband

Margaret Colfe was buried at

St. Mary’s 19th March 1643

Her memorial inscription, written by Abraham,
is above the door to the north porch

He also wrote her entry in the burial register
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CHORAL
LILLIE HARRIS

Margaret

SATB unaccompaned
{(with solos and dmisions)
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Colfe was Curate for six years

Vicar for 47 years

53 years of service to the people
of Lewisham

St. Mary’s Church

as it would have
looked when Colfe
was Vicar of Lewisham




3 The Chancel of
e St. Mary’s
In 1764

Memorial

inscription

Colfe’s tomb?




" East

Late
perpendicular

Early English
Perpendicular 7
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1656

Trinity
Chapel
And
Vicar’s

" Chancel
1463
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Great stone

1

ool
é{.»:uéw« &w

\'\{ Drawn by Alan Roger Martin
1930s
n -‘JI -




- ' 2o ’/21 Wl ‘l‘f gﬁ o
N 4:. y mwagr Lakeen, M ’f ‘ E Suo- 8
3 ‘}iéj” wnbent, cgum wzrams i

, % @1:59( M«.C'f “{%o::?v gﬂ}ézzgfiww

(ﬂ/ % OF%%E/»’M cavsd j‘/c’; ,,ﬁewz

) }b1 akion g-@ff’mo Reuswfma

; § o anrbenku ;‘
%ma?& and ’”’Cf/bfo ogc é ’ f' ), w"t M@ M.‘.
LRy ‘*""’“,m : °"“’°“

* Lord ‘j"" DW@"’/‘;’” 7 1;3153 and "T"‘
%IWZ a ba ﬂnoaam’ 5&:;0 T ugf/{lgnrjc wev »ik;
3’5& 7/007715& gaﬂsw cma €4 W‘ocmsz agou&{
vekd_ox Coff8 onex Wa owy\s/gur en and owcs o
* vound aboik, § wony in 1€ abouk one Eyméwb gvca
£r¢hd: uﬁwge paxd; a ﬁ"/z’f& and @wg&@ow #, @ cow- ﬂf cma
a ESWH"/ ba e ga‘p/&& aSse ned, al £pfed oner am i
i ﬁvfg?/ G’a @ W7 eaf oﬁ:ﬁoakﬁw{imgw O'Fn

ton Booxde¥ on Botsr {3cd a 3
W P%SOF ?A/?;f/‘m nﬁ?/z F mawﬂ:f,‘;rf ﬂ:@’f 3

A (S iy fim et oy
@;@ffﬁfg’” ‘75/\7 cz/%;g:& %IJW; ¥ ‘:LE au@eg" [7 &
Pa ;{gm Py v G

wﬂ e /i&& 5— T WA s 7’ ;}5

65 'fvaar(— of Heonﬁaar& a@n z/'}fg Mq”ﬁ{e% b3 5:7””1 ;if“' 44',,
fzf/{oy% hetf% chma mead. ;4—5 Norfh :

3?/» 7
St e

az;fc’ ank o csza TPl s Sk £ 4%& |
%mwfﬁﬁ@ﬁf”@é%ﬁf ' 4
59&;,?5 and ow )ofﬁ 'Fg&lbz gy bém’

ﬁon/ albon Hhreefeope 4 mrf/acms ﬂwm

mm S, agto % ﬁw
Fradetry £ émufﬁ}% %ﬁ;ﬁ”i ag&w
fg:lgmr J’ﬁp& ﬁom,a,,. So /fumé on /S’g,m;ff&o eAono, bomtr—

enty Jacred: akfo’ a cop o oo %
ﬁu&mﬁrﬁ& adso g;;”"f'/ "fh%"'egwmé oum?mfg’ 4

f,:f’/z""‘”& on ()554 u%l”' > and Yor ow:’ ow‘?}?
g;’):(r f’f{: fh Vehg' ‘E,a'@.zwé Dnden j&/bma’ aar? 3

f}::ﬂ (go &43)‘, e&’g cmé faun&m‘g’ia‘@hmm; bypon. %T’

%vra ZQZ»?M m«’iﬁéonnw& F

A terrier of the vicaridge of Lewisham
in Kent neere Greenwich, and of the
glebe lands...taken and given up with
due advise by the minister incumbent,
churchwardens and other officers, in
the first visitation of the most
Reverend father in God William Lord
Archbishop of Canterbury... in the
yeare...one thousand six hundred and
thirty foure.

..a large vicaridge house with eight
brick chimneys in it, having eight
rooms below, and eight rooms above,
and three garrets or lofts over them, a
large garden and orchard fencing it self
round about, having in it about one
hundred good fruit trees...



‘A great brick house
belonging to Mr Thomas Hill’
Lewisham House was
demolished In 1894

Revd George Stanhope
Built a new vicarage

In 1692/3.
Now Ladywell House.
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The long battle
to save
the 500 acres

of woodlands
1605 - 1615
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Part of the
woodlands
that Colfe
saved for the
people of
Lewisham
From Henry
Newport,
Robert Raynes
and

Innocent Lanier




Click a highlighted location to read an extract from The Wood That Built London by C.J. Schiiler

THE NorTH WOOD, ¢.1560-1800
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Leather making in
Lewisham
and the Leathersellers’
Company -
Colfe’s bankers
And protectors
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St. Leonard’s, Eastcheap
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St. Leonard’s Eastcheap in The City of London.

A curate took the services there.
St. Leonard’s was taken from Colfe in the
| 640s.

It was burnt down in 1666 and not rebuilt.
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Tottenham High
Cross

King James |

About1810



John Glyn left £100
For a school. Charter

From Queen Elizabeth |
In 1574.

Claudius Hollyband,

a Huguenot refugee, kept
a school in the 1570s, ‘At
Lewisham,

hard by the church’
Could this have been it?

- "

o

T

THE
ELIZABETHAN HOME

Discovered in Two Dialogues by
Cravpivs HOLLYBAND and PrTER ERONDELL
and Edited by
M. STCLARE BYRNE
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The original buildings of
Colfe’s School In Lewisham Hill.
School opened in 1652.

A reading school was opened
in Lewisham High Street
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78 COLFE'S GRAMMAR SCHOOL
Ejected from his rectory he retired to Windsor, where he
kept a private school. Even here he was not permitteq tL
remain in peace. The Committee for advance of moncy i:
November, 1649, hearing that his father and Dr. Stokes ’hiq
father-in-law, had some 4500 in hand belonging to him, ;hch
were called upon to appear, and meantime to detain any Su:\
they owed to him. Heis there described as “Matthew Day
junior, delinquent.” )
How he became known to Mr. Colfe is uncertain. The
Jatter’s choice of an ejected Royalist minister gives some
indication of the direction in which his own sympathies lay.
The School was opened on 1oth June, 1652, and the

various parishes concerned soon sent up their quota of

Foundation Boys.
The returns of some of the earliest elections have been

preserved* and are as follows:—
EAST GREENWICIH.

Wee the Inhabitants of East Greenwich whose names
are here subscribed at a meeting in our p'ish church the 24th
day of Aprell, 1653, have chosen these 10 poore children
herunder named to be taught in the Free Schoole at Lewisham
for the next yeare insueing and doo appoint the parents of
each child to present them at the said schoole on Munday

morning next by eight of y© clock
William Avery
Thom. Cordall
Lewis Merideth

John Laneere
Lyonell Price
William Banister
Edward Jones Thomas Davison
John Whittney Francis Charlton
It is the sense of the p'ish that those who are in the pish
should be preferred before others therefore wee have not chosen

Hugh Goulding at this time who was not borne in the p’ish
FAITHFULL TEATE minister of East Greenwich
(and others).

* Add. MS, 10602, British Museum,

MATTHEW DAY
79
‘1".1:1‘111\:\1 24 April 1653,

At our meeting this afternone we \;z\V(; made choice
these p’so'ns to present to yo schole whome we un\JKL °
capablc viz. y find
Joseph Till the sonne of Joseph Till deceased
John Browne the sonne of Edward Brown-(;

DEPTFORD.
The youthes chosen by the gentlemen of the vestry of
the parish of Deptford free schollars into the Sd»mo}{ ()>‘|
Lewisham by grant from Mr. Colf the founder thereof chosen

at Easter 1656.

Thomas Foster* James Cruchly
Thomas Maloryt Jacob Brandt*
Thomas Barnard Theophilus KTcndaH
Georg Kendall Robert Shales§
Joseph East Mark Palmer'\.

Subscribed by vs
THOMAS MALORY minister
&e. &e.

WOOLWICH.
Mr. Hakes and y¢ Rest of y* parish of Wolleg haue
made choice of 2 scollars
Richard Palmers sonn Butcher Henry
John Hankin Bucher his son John

We of y¢ parish of Wolleg can find no more Redy.
WM. HAWKES minister

[undated, but about the same date as the others].

* Deptford Registers, Baptisms, 5 Mar. 1644-5, Thomas s. of Thomas

Foster.
t g June 1647, Thomas s. of Mr. Thos. Malory, Vicar of Deptford.

+ 6 Feb. 1644-5 Jacob s. of Mr. Marcus Brandt.
§ 9 July 1646, Robert s. of Henry Shales.
|l 15 Sept. 1641, Marke s. of John and Jane Palmer.



80 COLFE'S GRAMMAR SCHOOL

In addition to the above there is a list apparently hande d
in by the Headmaster, dated 26th May, 1657, and endorsug

by Mr. Colfe ¢ Scholars at Gram’ar Schoole,” as follows.__

LEWISHAM LEIcH
James Simons Thomas Ward*
William Palmer John White

GREENWICH DEPTFORD
John Whitney - Jacob Brandt
Hugh Goulden Thomas Barnet
Isaac Skilton Robert Shales
William Hill Jonathan Bilton
Swinven Collins John Reyner
John Reynolds
Robert White
True Hart
Matthew Walker
Thomas Lloyd
Edward Newton
Job Claridge
Thomas Aswell

The names of them who have left the Schoole since the
last election
OF WOOLWICH ELTHAM
John Bowyer Joseph Till
John Palmer
Robert Shorthose
DEPTFORD
Thomas Foster
Of those from thence I can have noe account

Benjamin Brewer
Hugh Clemens.

* Lee Registers, Baptisms, 22 Mar. 1645-6 Thomas s, of Thomas Ward,




.The south front was added in 1897

in 1890

The school was rebuilt



,( COLFE’S SCHOOL

a====, FOUNDED 1652 ALUMNI CALENDAR FIXTURES OUTLOOK PARENTS

HOME WHY COLFE'S? JUNIOR: 3-11 SENIOR: | I-16 SIXTH FORM CONTACTS &

LOCATION




Abraham Colfe set up Lewisham’s first public library in the school
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The Colfe Library, a special collection of over
400 rare books, is housed in climate-
controlled bookcases to ensure the best
conservation for these ancient volumes — the
earliest dating from 1481. The Leathersellers
provided the first books for this Library in
1652, when it was located in Lewisham,
above the School founded by Abraham Colfe.
There is a predominance of books on
theology, philosophy and the classical
languages of Latin and Greek. Two of the
books once belonged to Archbishop Thomas
Cranmer, famously burnt at the stake in 1555.
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Im iﬁe Naﬁle OJ(‘ GOCZ’ »fT/e Fatlery ‘]h" Soh, and the Hol-} Gh ﬂ Peeanbly

x{men. 1 ABRAHAM COLFE, of Egta:j/’mm in ithe County of Kew, pcar
Gréenwich, Minifter, and Sop of RICHA;RD COLEE, late Do&or of Divinity,.
and Prebendary of Chriff Chureh in Canletbury, being above Seventy-Six Years
old, yet in good Health and of found a%éi perfect Meniory (thanks be to the

Lord for it) do make, ordain; and declage this to be my laft Will and Tefta-

ment, in Form and Manner followmg |
First, and before all'Things, I cotnmend and commit my Spmt into the Hands

of Almighty God and my Lord jefus Ch#ift, my merciful Creator, and my all \
fuflicient Saviour and Redeemer, whiolly; -clymcr upon the Merits of his Obedi- SR
ence in his Life and Death fot my ] ﬁlﬁcanon and Salvation, and trufting
‘through the Blood of his own Sacrifice 0fthim (clf, once offered upon the Crofs,
‘to be accepted as righteous at the laft ] My, and be prefented’ by hum as up-
b]'xr?eable to God, both his and ‘my HeaVenly Father. ' My Body I leave unto ’ ‘
the Earth, in Afﬁi'r’dnce of a blefled Refarrection to cternal Life; and I de~ e

fire my Executors hereafter named, to'fd@ it buried in a decent and Chriftian ik
- Manner, in the Church-¥ard of Lewifbant, ¢lofe to the Wall under the little

South Wmdow “above the Door baitward, that goeth out of the Church-Yard

into the Parith of Lewifbam, to besput into and clofed up in a little Vault or Coffin

made of Brick or Stone, fo large only as will ‘conrain my Corpfe or Carcafe ;:

and my Will is, that a Free Stone of about One Foot broad and fquare every

Way, and Three Fect long, fhall be fet deep and upright in the Ground
. over my Carcale, to uphold a firong jthick Plank of Ouk, which fhall be >
. put there all along clofe by the Wall, between the two Buxtre[fes for People 743

to fit' upon wien thcy refort to th_.pubhc Church Meetmgs - and  the
IR VNS BV N S e RN TR VO R AR A i ) o T &

The beginning of Colfe’s will. He signed his will in the presence
of 16 parishioners and relatives in 1656.

He died of the Ague in 1657.
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The almshouses

Were for 6 residents.
5 nominated by the
Parish of Lewisham

| by the Leathersellers’
Company

The Colfe Almshouses were

built in 1663-5.

In 1664 the Leathersellers were appointed
owners and governors of Colfe’s charities
The almshouses were renovated in 1905.
Demolished in 1958

The Register Office is on the site
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HERE VNDER LYETH BVRIED THE BODY

OoF ABRAHAM COLF, LATE MINISTER OF

THIS PARISH OF LEWISHAM WHO DEPART-

ED THIS LIFE THE FIFT DAY OF DECEMB’
A° D’N1 1657.




®& .

A A HISTORY

OF

Qolfe’s Grammar Hchool
: Lewisham

WITH A LIFE OF ITS FOUNDER

BY

LELAND L. DUNCAN, M.V.O,, F5.A.

PRINTED FOR THE GOVERNORS

THE WORSHIPFUL COMPANY OF LEATHERSELLERS
" OF THE CITY OF LONDON

1910

i LEWISHAM
L: HISTORY
JOURNAL

Abraham Colfe
Crofton Park

A Family’s Story

Lewisham Local
History Society




.

2t

LLL

e =t S

-~

SREC

el

’ With thanks to:
Lewisham Herite
The Leatherselle
John Coulter
Jerrome Farrell



